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Okresowo wysychajace zbiorniki wodne sg unikalnym miejscem wystepowania skorupiakéw zali-
czanych do tzw. duzych skrzelonogéw. Zgrupowania takie staja sie coraz rzadsze z powodu duzej
wrazliwosci astatycznych zbiornikéw wodnych na wiele czynnikéw, gléwnie pochodzenia antro-
pogenicznego. W wielu krajach niektore gatunki Branchiopoda sa wysoce zagrozone wyginieciem.
Stan zachowania oraz rozmieszczenie duzych skrzelonogdéw w Polsce sg bardzo stabo poznane.

SUMMARY

Large branchiopods (Crustacea: Branchiopoda: Anostraca, Notostraca, Laevicaudata, Spinicaudata, Cyclesthe-
rida) inhabit temporary waterbodies. These crustaceans are worldwide distributed, with about 500 known
species (12 species were recorded from Poland: Triops cancriformis, Lepidurus apus, Cyzicus tetracerus,
Limnadia lenticularis, Lynceus brachyurus, Branchinecta paludosa, Branchipus schaefferi, Eubranchipus grubii,
Chirocephalus diaphanus, C. josephinae, C. shadini and Streptocephalus torvicornis). Astatic waterbodies are
highly sensitive to many factors, mainly anthropogenic ones. Nowadays these habitats and the species that
live in them are highly endangered. The number of threatened large branchiopod species increases and the
communities of these crustaceans are very scarce in many other countries. No detailed information is available
about the distribution of large branchiopods in Poland, nevertheless seven species of them were recorded during
the latest research conducted in the region of Wielkopolska.



