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Abstract
Distribution and abundance of the wildcat, Felis silvestris, in the Transcarpathian region were assessed. This region has 
the largest population of wildcats in the Ukraine estimated to be between 260-450 individuals (about 0.2-0,35 inds./1000 
ha), representing two-thirds of the total Ukrainian population. The major threats to the wildcat population in the region 
are assessed and measures to conserve the species are recommended. The organization of a bilateral nature protection 
territory (Ukraine and Slovakia) along the Latorytsia river is proposed to afford more effective protection of the species 
population. We underline the importance of carrying out scientific research on wildcat populations, especially genetic
investigation to ascertain the degree of hybridisation with feral cats.
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The wildcat (Felis silvestris Schreber, 1775) is a poorly 
studied species both in Ukraine and in the rest of Europe. 
The studies to date covered selected topics in the biology 
and ecology of this predator in Europe (Artois 1985; Randi 
and Ragni 1991; Dötterer and Bernhart 1996; Sarmento 
1996, Daniels et al. 1998) 

The most important publications devoted to this 
species in the Eastern Carpathians were published by 
Turyanyn (1973, 1988a,b) and Tatarynov (1979). In 
the last two decades, publications about wildcats in the 
Ukraine have mainly referred to the species distribution or 
observations of separate individuals in some area: namely: 
the lower part of the Dnipro river basin (Roman 1994), 
the Dnister (Rozhenko 2000) and Danube (Potapov 2000), 
the Pre-Carpathians (Kyseliuk et al. 1998) and Bukovyna 
(Tkachuk 2000), and also in Ukraine in general (Roman 
and Dickiy 2000). Only a few publications refer to aspects 
of wildcat ecology or abundance (Kryzhanivsky 1999; 
Tkachuk 1999).

It is important to consider the question of wildcat 
distribution and abundance at a local level. It concerns the 
Transcarpathian population, which is the most numerous 
in the Ukraine. This approach will help to provide more 
effective protection within the range of the species.

Study area

The Transcarpathian region is situated on the southwestern 
macroslope of the Ukrainian Carpathian Mts. Its area 
consists 12 800 km2. The mountain and sub-mountain 
areas account for up to 80% of the territory and there is 
a considerable number of rivers in this territory (average 
density – 1.7 km/km2). The River Tisa is the main water 
artery of Transcarpathia. All river system flow to the Tisa
river basin. 

The hydrological conditions of the river are 
characterized by abrupt changes in the water level, 
instability of the flow and unstable ice formations. The
region stands out by an extremely high diversity of 
biotopes. Forest, meadow, riparian and anthropogenic 
biotopes prevail here, as well as rocks, stone fields, bogs
and ecotones. Vegetation cover zones are pronounced and 
are represented by piedmont, mountain (upper, lower) and 
highland (subalpine, alpine) belts. The main territories 
are piedmont and mountain zones used for agricultural 
purposes (livestock, crop farming), for forestry and 
recreation. 




