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Abstract
The wildcat is one of the most endangered carnivore species in Europe. The population density declined and the 
distribution area became fragmented over the last century due to the hybridisation, loss of habitat, illegal hunting and 
road kills (Stahl and Artois 1994). However, a slight increase in the population density could be found in Belgium, 
France, Germany and Slovenia over the last few decades due to the recolonisation and reintroductions (Stahl and Artois 
1994). Wildcats have been protected in Hungary since 1973, but the situation of this species was not been investigated 
until 1987. Mail questionnaire surveys were conducted between 1987 and 2001 to evaluate the changes of population 
density and distribution. Clear decrease of the wildcat population distribution range, constant and serious decrease in 
the population density could be found in Hungary between 1987 and 2001. The stable areas of the species’ occurrence 
are the Transdanubian and the Northern Middle Altitude Mountains, the Dráva plain, the Mecsek and the Villányi 
Mountains and the forests of floodplains in the Great Plain. The protection of this species have to be intensified with a 
species protection plan, which contains the wildcat reserve areas with strict protective management measures.
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Introduction

According to the Atlas of European Mammals (Mitchell-
Jones et al. 1999) formerly wildcats population range 
covered all of Europe, with the exception of Scandinavia 
and north-eastern Europe. Recently the wildcat 
populations are sparsely distributed due to the fierce
decline in population density. It reached a low in the first
half of the XXth century. Recolonisations could be found in 
few areas in the last decade and also reintroductions were 
carried out to increase the population number. Healthy 
populations can be found in France, Germany, Italy, the 
Iberian Peninsula and in the Carpathians.

The fragmentation of the populations is due to the 
loss of habitats and hunting. Wildcats prefer deciduous or 
mixed forests with dense undergrowth, especially oak and 
beech woods with neighbouring open fields (Artois 1985;
Stahl et al. 1988; Liberek 1996; Biró et al. 2004). The diet 
of wildcats consists mainly of small rodents and rabbits.

The threatened situation of wildcat has been proven by 
the report of Council of Europe (Stahl and Artois 1994). 
This statement was the base of the future tasks concerning 

wildcats formulated in the action plan of Felids by the 
IUCN (Nowell and Jackson 1996). The Hungarian situation 
in the report of Council of Europe was based on the data 
of the Department of Wildlife Biology and Management 
(Szemethy 1989; Szemethy et al. 1991; Szemethy et al. 
1994).

The aims and priorities of the long-term and effective 
conservation and management of this species, pointed by 
Stahl and Artois (1994) were the following:

• regular monitoring of the population density and 
distribution;

• investigation of the hybridisation and its effect;
• studies on the loss and destruction of habitats;
• studies on the mortality due to the illegal hunting 

and to the road kills;
• the remarkable difficulties of the reintroduction

programs;
The wildcat is listed in the Hungarian Red Data Book 

(Bankovics and Nechay 1989) in Hungary, species has 
been under protection since 1973, and the penalty value 
for an illegal killed wildcat individual is 200 €. Despite 
the fact that the wildcat is one of the most endangered 




