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Abstract

The Tatra chamois is one of ten taxa comprising the genus Rupicapra. Using palaeontological and palacobotanical
data, plus studies of the palacoclimate and the genetic differences between contemporary populations of chamois, an
attempt has been made to reconstruct the history of the chamois’ occurrence in addition to tracking the changes in their
habitats in Central Europe, in the Carpathians and in the Tatra Mts. The recurring periods of expansion and shrinkage
of the areas inhabited by chamois in the Pliestocene glacial and interglacial periods, affected the phylogenesis of the
genus Rupicapra. During the riss-wiirm interglacial period, the south-western populations (R. pyrenaica) and north-
eastern populations were separated, and the differentiation into subspecies depended principally on the isolation of
individual populations, as related to the distances between their locations. The Tatra chamois has been isolated from the
Alpine subspecies R. . rupicapra for at least 15 000 years, and from the south-Carpathian subspecies R. 7. carpatica
— for at least 10 000 years. It is only in the last two or three hundred years that this small ‘island’ population has been
threatened by humans, through extermination and reduction in available habitats as a result of large-scale pasturing
by stock animals. As a result, several significant depressions in population numbers occurred: in the mid-19" century,
during both World Wars and in the last decade of the 20" century. These fluctuations could lead to a reduction in the
genetic differentiation of the population.
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