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Introduction

The distribution range of endemic and critically 
endangered Tatra chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra tatrica 
Blahout 1971) is restricted to the Slovak and Polish side of 
the Vysoké Tatry Mts hereinafter only “Tatra Mts” (Blahout 
1976). In geographical terms, local populations represent 
the northernmost natural range limit of the species in 
Europe. In Slovakia, the species currently survives in two 
small isolated populations restricted to an alpine zone of 
the Tatry Mts (Západné, Vysoké and Belianske Mts.) and 
Nízke Tatry Mts, respectively. Tatra chamois is including 
in Slovak and Poland Red list of threatened animals in 
category CR (Žiak and Urban 2001; Anonymus 2008).

From the scientific point of view, a number of
osteologic chamois findings from the Nízke Tatry Mts
recorded by Ján Obuch (see Obuch 1977, 1981) are of 
prime scientific interest. Chamois as a glacial relic of
Slovak fauna belongs to the group of young animal species 
since the first paleontological findings date back no earlier
than the Middle Pleistocene with the majority of findings
placed into the Late Pleistocene (Obuch 1981). The first
published report on a sub fossil discovery of a fragment 
of chamois skull in Slovakia comes from Schaefer (1975). 
Nevertheless, much more common are skeleton findings
from the Nízke Tatry Mts caves. Obuch (1977) presumes 
that chamois inhabited the Nízke Tatry Mts during the 

last glacial that is to say from the Dryas to the end of the 
Holocene. 

The population in the Nízke Tatry Mts, which was 
established between the years 1969-1976, is due to a 
restricted area of suitable habitats rather limited and 
thus very vulnerable and in need of heightened attention 
(Šprocha 1976). Brief information on restitution are given 
by Šprocha 1971 and Anonymus 1979. Karč 1979 dealt 
with historical aspect of attempts to chamois in Nízke 
Tatry Mts. Ecology, numbers and spatial distributions of 
the chamois population in Nízke Tatry Mts were solved 
by Karč and Radúch 1978, Radúch and Karč 1981. 
Urban 1989a pointed out the composition of chamois 
diet. Radúch and Karč 1981, Bačkor 2003, Ballo 2003 
and Urban 1989b deal impact of negative factors on the 
behavioural chamois population. Description of chamois 
with horn abnormalities in the Nízke Tatry Mts made 
Bačkor and Galfyová 2006. In 2007 Bačkor was made 
first bibliography of literary sources about Tatra chamois
in the Nízke Tatry Mts. 

Since the beginning of the 20th century, there have been 
a few attempts to restitute chamois in the Nízke Tatry Mts. 
At the beginning of the last century, there was an attempt 
to release two chamois pairs into the area around Ďumbier 
(Karč 1979). There is, however, no archive evidence to 
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