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W artykule potwierdzono rok 1919 jako datę wyginięcia ostatniej naturalnej populacji żubrów ni-
zinnych w Puszczy Białowieskiej. Przedstawiono również krótką charakterystykę prac prowadzo-
nych nad restytucją żubrów linii nizinno-kaukaskiej oraz nizinnej w rezerwatach w Białowieży 
przed II wojną światową i we wczesnych latach powojennych. Ponadto zaprezentowano udoku-
mentowane informacje dotyczące przywozu z Kaukazu żubrów kaukaskich na przełomie XIX 
i XX wieku na teren carskiego zwierzyńca w Puszczy Białowieskiej i dalsze losy tych zwierząt. 
Przedstawiono również wyniki badań genetycznych prowadzonych w polskiej i białoruskiej po-
pulacji żubrów w Puszczy Białowieskiej. Autorzy sugerują, aby utrzymać w Księdze Rodowodowej 
Żubrów dotychczasowy podział żubrów na linię nizinną i nizinno-kaukaską.
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The article confirms the documented date of the extinction of the last natural population of the lowland bison 
in the Białowieża Forest (i.e. 1919 yr). Restitution of the European bison in Białowieża has started in 1929. In 
its initial period, only the lowland-Caucasian line was bred in Białowieża. Attempts to reconstruct the pure 
lowland bison began as late as 1939 and resulted in the release of the first European bison into the wild in 1952. 
After World War II, the forest became divided into two parts, the western Polish part and the eastern Belarussian 
part, and therefore, the restoration of E. bison in both parts proceeded separately and has a different story. 
Recently there have been some suggestions that E. bison living in the Białowieża Forest in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century could have some admixture of the Caucasian bison’s blood due to the relocation of 
a few Caucasian animals from the Caucasus to Białowieża. The article provides a reliable verification of those 
suggestions. At the turn of the century, two juvenile males of the Caucasian bison were brought to Białowieża 
Forest – one in 1899 and the other in 1907. They both did not take part in the reproduction and died at a young 
age (Table 1). The article provides also brief information on the results of comparative genetic studies conducted 
in the Polish and Belarussian populations in the Białowieża Forest. The Belarussian European bison population 
has genetic variants (alleles), which has never been observed in the Polish population of the lowland bison, but 
are present in the lowland-Caucasian line as well as in the extinct Caucasian bison. The authors believe that both 
genetic lines should be kept separately as the lowland-line bison are the last representatives of the subspecies 
Bison bonasus bonasus. Furthermore, the authors recommend to maintain the current division of bison into the 
lowland and lowland-Caucasian lines as presented in the European Bison Pedigree Book.


